Pulmonary physiology is the next major section of book, and included in this is a discussion on control of ventilation, mechanics of breathing, the airways, pulmonary circulation, ventilation perfusion relationships and gas exchange. The effects of mechanical ventilation and the smoking of cigarettes are described, and then pulmonary function tests are introduced. This section is completed with a detailed discussion of the pathophysiology of hypoxaemia, hypercarbia and acid base imbalance. The final section of the book looks at oxygen therapy, oxygen toxicity, humidification, artificial airways, resuscitation and the critical care complex. The section ends with a few historical notes on the development of critical care medicine.
The authors state that they intend the book to be used as a base from which to tackle more comprehensive texts, an aim which I think they have largely achieved. It would still be a quite formidable task for the novice to read this book without being involved in a teaching programme covering the same territory.
I recommend this book as a book to be read by nursing staff fairly experienced in the field, and by medical staff who have started work in Intensive Care and are looking for a text to begin with. Both groups will find the section on respiratory failure useful while looking after patients. ROBIN 
